The Bruce embassy
David Bruce was in London for eight years from March 1961. He had already served as ambassador to France (1949-53) and West Germany , and had close links to Great Britain. He was an intelligence officer in London during the Second World War and his wife, Evangeline, was the granddaughter of a Conservative MP. His time in London had already attracted some academic discussion, its appeal boosted by his fascinating diary.
6 He was highly respected on both sides of the Atlantic for his professionalism and, while he was never personally close to Presidents John F. Kennedy (1961-63) or Lyndon B. Johnson (1963-68) , was known to 'have the ear of the White House ... '.
7 A telling example of his access to Downing Street is the fact that he met Macmillan in January 1963, immediately after French President Charles de Gaulle vetoed the first EEC application. Nelson Lankford has argued that it was Lyndon Johnson's lukewarm attitude to foreign policy that allowed Bruce to 'come into his own as Ambassador to Britain' in a way that had been impossible under Kennedy, who was a close friend of the British Ambassador to Washington, David Ormsby Gore, and got on well with Macmillan.
10 When Labour took office in October 1964, the new premier, Harold Wilson, had high hopes of establishing close relations with the White House, but Johnson never showed any sign of reciprocating.
11 Despite the supposed pre-eminence of Britain's Washington embassy in the relationship, there was plenty of transatlantic business for Bruce to conduct in the 1960s. In particular, three persistent concerns loomed large in the Ambassador's mind and had long-term significance for Anglo-American relations. The first was Britain's economic decline relative to its major competitors, like America, Germany and Japan. Throughout Bruce's time in London, the British economy was dogged by balance of payments problems and low growth. This economic weakness forced the government into expenditure cuts, which, in part at least, led to the second major challenge, Britain's withdrawal from its world role. The third problem was America's growing involvement in the Vietnam War, which stretched US resources and made it difficult for Washington to think of filling the power voids left by its ally's retreat.
